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Important Dates

Monday, March 4t
6t Grade Dare Graduation

Wednesday, March 6%
Savings Makes “Cents”

PTO Meeting 6pm

Tuesday-Thursday,
March12,13 and 14

Parent/Guardian/Teacher
Conferences: 1:15 Dismissals

Tuesday, March 12t
School Committee Meeting 7pm

Wednesday, March 13t
School Council 3:30pm

Thursday, March 14t
All School Sing 9:30am

Wews from 7tﬁe @nnczpa[

Weekly Parent/Guardian School

Newsletter

Dear Families,

I would like to inform you of our plans to pilot Alternative Learning Days
(ALD) on some upcoming snow days, during the remainder of this school
year. The School Committee has agreed to pilot up to 2 ALD’s. Alternative
Learning Days will count as student-directed school days that we will not
have to make up in the summer. Alternative Learning Days will give
students an opportunity to practice independent learning at home.

When we can anticipate a potential snow day, students will receive a bag
with a selection of assignments to take home. Students may choose
assignments from this selection, or they may elect to work on an e-learning
assignment. Since not all families can access online assignments at home,
e-learning will only be one available option, but will never be required. For
example, Dreambox will always be an option, but never a required
assignment. All assignments will be designed to allow students to work
independently and will be due on or before the fifth school day following an
Alternative Learning Day. Submitted assignments must be accompanied by
a cover letter signed by a parent/guardian to indicate attendance for the
day (cover letters will also be included in the bags).

Not every snow day will be an Alternative Learning Day. Teachers will only
send work home when it is possible to prepare for an Alternative Learning
Day ahead of time. For example, if we are anticipating a one-day storm
that turns into a three-day storm, we may have one Alternative Learning
Day and two snow days. Alternative Learning Days will be announced over
the robo call system along with the school cancellation notification.

By piloting this program at Erving Elementary, we hope to gain insight on
how well it will work for our students and our families. We hope that
introducing Alternative Learning Days will allow for us to utilize some of our
poor weather days for learning. Additionally, we hope to provide our
students with a valuable opportunity to practice self-directed learning and
independent study. If we are able to try Alternative Learning Days this
school year, we will send home a survey in the spring to learn about
individual experiences with this program. Please be on the lookout for
Alternative Learning Day announcements on any school cancellation days.
If you have any questions, please be sure to reach out to your student’s
classroom teacher. We welcome your feedback!

Sincerely,

James D. Trill
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Dear Families and Friends of Erving Elementary School,

This morning, grade 3 through 6 students welcomed Officer Loynd ICAC (Internet Safety & Crimes
Against Children) liaison to Erving Elementary School. Officer Loynd presented information to students in
each classroom on the topic of Internet safety. We continue to educate our children about the dangers of the
Internet, especially access to social media sites that open up a world that is often difficult to monitor and trust.
Please consider all of the ramifications before you allow your child access to sites that you may not be able to
monitor. In this age of advancing technology, that seems at times to be way over our head, the safety of our
children should be our main concern. Our goal is to protect all of our children. All of our Desktop Computers,
iPads and MacBook's have software that continually monitors and blocks access to sites and information that
are considered inappropriate. Parents and Guardians have the ability to control access to whatever our
children are exposed to on the Internet. If we allow our children unrestricted access to the Internet we risk
their safety and the safety of their friends. Allowing access to your child could have an impact upon what your
child says and does to another student at school. We encourage you to talk with your son or daughter about
the potential danger of the Internet. Askif they have a social media account. You may want to review his or
her profile to ensure that no personal and identifiable information has been posted. We also encourage you to
establish rules and guidelines to ensure the safety of your child while on the Internet. Thank you for your
support as we continue to educate our children. [ am attaching an article to this newsletter, which I ask you to
read carefully. The article was published by Bark for Schools, the same company that protects our technology.
Please reach out to me if you have any questions.

Have a great weekend.

Jim

Hi Jim,

We wanted to reach out separate from our usual Bark for Schools emails. Many schools have contacted us with
concern about the Momo Challenge, which has been covered in local and national news and press. It is worth noting
that stories differ — some verify the credibility of this threat, and others suggest it's a hoax that has been blown out of
proportion. While it's hard for us to comment either way, what we can say is that we have detected many, many
instances of kids mentioning and sharing content related to Momo

The concem around this phenomenon has actually been around for several months now, and we have taken various
measures to protect children wherever possible. For Bark for Parents users, we have adjusted our algorithms to
better alert parents to signs that their children are talking about or sharing specific content referencing the Momo
Challenge. We do this across the dozens of platforms we monitor including Snapchat, Instagram, SMS, and
WhatsApp.

We've taken similar action for your school and system. Content pertaining to the Momo Challenge triggers our
algorithms to look for potential issues with suicidal ideation and self-harm. it's always important to note that context is
a huge factor for evaluating a genuine risk. The Bark for Schools system will be looking for multiple triggers within a
conversation before determining the issue is something more severe and thus worthy of bringing to your attention.

This is clearly a serious and dynamic situation, and we continue to keep a close watch as it develops. Bark's Chief
Parenting Officer, Titania Jordan, did this interview with Fox Business last summer when the Momo Challenge first
started going viral. More information on the Momo Challenge can be found here should you wish to share this with
concerned parents.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to the Bark for Schools team with any further questions. We are here to help and
can be reached by replying to this email or at help@bark.us.

Here to help
Ross Paterson
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‘i‘ f ’[ \ 1" | \ This week in preschool we were busy reading and talking

] y & "g,;f’ . about Dr. Suess books. We noticed all the silly rhymes

e and whimsical illustrations that he uses in his stories; and

enjoyed participating in fun activities to go along with the
books we read! One of the most popular activities was

PreSCh00| News reading Bartholomew and the Oobleck and making our

own batch of oobleck! Most of the preschoolers think that the messier the activity is the better, and
this one was quite messy! The preschoolers also worked very hard on making paper mache hot air
balloons after reading, Oh, The Places You'll Go and are excited to pop the balloon inside of the paper
mache to see if the shape will hold! The preschoolers also counted cubes and stacked them to make
truffula trees. Zoé holds the class record for making a truffula tree 17 cubes high! We LOVE Dr.
Suess in preschool and can’t wait to read more of his books!

S T
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Members of the staff and community members are enjoying
reading time with the students here at EES. Students are working

hard to reach their goal of 25,000 minutes of reading so they can ,*

OOBleck Mr. Trill.
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 ERVING ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL P70
SCHOO R §

Upon receipt of donation:
Donors ujill pe publicly aknowledged
onFacebook and inthe Greenfield
Recorder.,

Tax write off letter will be Mailed.

DONATIONS NEEDED.

Gift cards, Cash,
apparel/products
with company logo,
basket of neyw board
games/sporting
equipment,

electronics
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EES PTO scholarship

Franklin County Technical School

2019 EES PTO Franklin County Technical School Scholarship

The Erving Elementary PTO will be awarding (1) $200.00 scholarship to a graduating
senior of the Franklin County Technical School. The scholarship is available to any
June 2019 graduating senior, residing in Erving, who has attended a minimum of one
year at the Erving Elementary School.

Each application will be judged on academic and trade performance, citizenship,
school/community invelvement, and how they will use the money awarded to
purchase tools/materials for their trade/field.

Applications are available at the Erving Elementary School office, at the FCTS guidance
office or may be downloaded from the EES.com website

Completed application forms must be returned to the Erving Elementary School office
by Friday April 26th 2019.

Scholarship Opportunities
Erving Teachers’ Association Erving PTO

The Erving Teachers’ Association and the Erving PTO are pleased to announce two
scholarship opportunities. Students need only submit one application to be
considered for both awards.

Winners of an ETA scholarship of $300 and a PTO scholarship of $200 will be
chosen after the receipt of a complete application. The scholarship is available to
any June 2018 or 2019 high school graduate who has attended Erving Elementary

School.

Each application will be judged on academic performance, citizenship, and school
and community involvement. Applications are available at the Erving Elementary
School office, at your high school guidance office or can be downloaded from the
erving.com website.

Completed applications must be mailed to Erving Elementary School by Friday,
April 26,2019.
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4« Erving Elementary School is beginning to register preschoolers
for the 2019-2020 school year. @
a &
\ If you have a child who will be either 3 or 4 years old by .
* September 1, 2019 and you live in the town of Erving, he/sheis o
4 eligible to attend preschool at Erving Elementary School. o
&
“u Please call the school at (413) 423-3326 to have a registration i
packet sent to you. W
4 Families that currently have a child attending preschool at
Erving Elementary School are automatically enrolled for ©
“next year and a registration packet will be sent home in .
, February. A \
%
4 All registration packets need to be returned by
_ March 8, 2019. * .
%
& If your child is preschool eligible but will not be attending &
Erving Elementary School, please call the school and let us @
“ know. . x
* If you have any questions, please email Mackensey Bailey, o =
& Early Childhood Coordinator, at bailey@erving.com '
“ . . ¥
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4 Erving Elementary School is beginning kindergarten A

registration for the 2019-2020 school year. @
@

_ If you have a child who will be 5 years old by September 1,

2019 and you live in the town of Erving, he/she is eligible to o
s attend kindergarten at Erving Elementary School.

@

“ Please call the school at (413) 423-3326 to have a registration o

“., packetsentto you.

W
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4« Any child currently attending preschool at Erving
Elementary School that will move on to kindergarten next ©
“ year is automatically enrolled for next year and a
‘,-:‘;}

_ registration packet will be sent home with your child in

"~ February. o
& | |
~ All registration packets need to be returned by ®
* March 29,2019. .
If your child is kindergarten eligible but will not be attending

“ Erving Elementary School, please call the school and let us "

_ know.
« If you have any questions, please email Mackensey Bailey,
Early Childhood Coordinator, at bailey@erving.com 9
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Ign up an pdy oniine:

Www.erving-ma.gov/recreation-commission

Tball - Beginner Ages 4+
Minors Baseball Grades 1 - 4
Girls Softball Grades 3 - 6

5" & 6" Grade boys should contact
Newt Guilbault or Greenfield Youth Baseball

to sign up.

................................................................................

Playing with the home team means...

Your child has the great opportunity to learn skills and teamwork.
The classroom community is supported on the field.

Our team:s stick together for the duration of Elementary School.
Everyone plays in a fun, stress-free environment, with parent coaches who
are invested in their team and Erving Residents.

You’ll get to meet and build friendships with other parents in the community.

Sign Ups End March 22nd.
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Augustd  pprrpreakfast&lunch o I5pm

The Summer Program is held at EES, indoors and outside. Activities
consist of Sports, Arts & Crafts, Entertainment, Field Trips and Lake Days.
We accept age FIVE and entering Kindergarten through ANY AGE and
entering 6th Grade. Weekly rate for Erving residents is $75, and $150
for out of town. Registration is ONLINE ONLY, and is open exclusively to
Erving Residents until April 30.
www.ervingrecreation.com



Northampton Area Pediatrics, LLP
-~ PARENTING WORKSHOP

Everything You Want to Know about
Parenting Your Child or Teen with ADHD
with Sharon Saline, PsyD and Jonathan Schwab, MD

This workshop is intended to help parents of children of any age who
have, or might have, a diagnosis of ADHD. Dr. Sharon Saline will
discuss concrete parenting methods which can lead to
greater success in both school and life as written in her recent book,
"What Your ADHD Child Wishes You Knew".

Sunday, March 3rd
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
193 Locust St., Northampton

Childcare will be provided but must be reserved.
RSVP by calling 413-517-2226 or email contactus@napeds.com

Parenting workshops are open to the community and free of charge.




The focus is on famllles WHE
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Community Network for Children
”i@g Program is offering a

o |CHILDREN'S
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Sunday-March 10™, 2019
. 12:00-2:00pm |

; At Wendell Library
7 WENDELL DEPOT ROAD, WENDELL MA

* ALL WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE.
¢® SWAP IF YOU WANT OR JUST COME SHOP!
®* PLEASE BRING BAGS

®* MOST SIZES NEWBORN - 4 YEARS-OF-AGE, FEW
ITEMS FOR OLDER CHILDREN.

Please contact Gillian, CNC Program
Coordinator, @ Budine@erving.com /
(978)544-5157 with questions.



Tllustrated by Madison McCassie and Jonathan Chappell




